
Waste Minimization 

What is Waste Minimization? 

Waste Minimization is a waste management approach that focuses on reducing the amount and toxicity of hazardous 
waste generated. In addition to hazardous wastes regulated under The Resource Conservation and Recovery 
(RCRA), EPA encourages the minimization of all wastes. Waste minimization techniques focus on preventing waste 
from ever being created, otherwise known as source reduction, and recycling. These techniques can be practiced at 
several stages in most waste generating processes, but require careful planning, creative problem solving, changes 
in attitude, sometimes capital investment, a d genuine commitment. 

EPA is committed to reducing the presence of the most persistent, bio-accumulative, and toxic chemicals in industrial 
hazardous wastes by 25 percent by the year 2000 and 50 percent by the year 2005. It is also important that these 
chemicals are not transferred from one environmental media to another (for example, from air to water). 

Who Should Practice Waste Minimization? 

All hazardous waste generators should practice waste minimization because it makes good business sense. 
However, RCRA, as amended by the Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments of 1984, specifically requires Large 
Quantity Generators of hazardous waste to certify when they sign their manifests, and they have a program in place 
to reduce the volume and toxicity of waste generated to the extent economically practical. Small Quantity Generators 
are required to certify when they sign their manifests, that they have made a good faith effort to reduce the volume 
and toxicity of the hazardous wastes they generate. Additionally, all large quantity hazardous waste generators must 
report biennially on waste minimization activities. 

Why is Waste Minimization Important? 

Waste minimization is important because it helps protect the environment and it makes good business sense. In fact, 
businesses can simultaneously manage both business and environmental objectives by focusing on waste 
minimization. For example, companies have discovered that waste minimization: 

 Saves money through avoided disposal and raw materials purchase costs;  
 Reduces regulatory burdens and compliance costs;  
 Builds better community relations;  
 Minimizes short and long term liability;  
 Creates safer working conditions for employees;  
 Protects human health and the environment;  
 Demonstrates environmental leadership;  
 Improves competitiveness through greater efficiencies and deceased overhead costs.  

 


